Duo
GGraves

A detailed practical and
academic exploration of
the duo graves method at
Eternal Gardens

Eternal Gardens
aall ain pdl Guypbll




Duo Burials

Concluded: June - 2022

Copyright: © 2022 GreenAcres Group
This material contained in our response and any material or information disclosed
during of discussions of the proposal represents the proprietary, confidential

information pertaining to our services, methodologies and methods.

Other products name and brands may be trademarks or redgesterd trademarks of
their respective owners.



Contents

Eternal Gardens
Kemnal Park Cemetery, A20

Sidcup Bypass, Chislehurst,
BR7 6RR, UK

Duo Burials

Introduction

Context overview

Double interment plot

Shariah Board

Thorough evaluation & final conclusion
Acknowledgements

Overview and key milestones of the review process

Framework and considerations related to the exploration
Summary

Framework

Contextual considerations:

Shari’ considerations:

Social considerations

Outcomes of the review process

Summary

Practical review outcome notes

Method 1: Dual Lahd plots with opposing planks
Method 2: Shiq to Lahad plots

Method 3: Shiq to Shiq plots

Method 4: Dual Lahad plots: Parallel planks

Final verdict

Final verdict post a practical evaluation

Points of consideration

Final Notes Following Practical Experimentation

Appendices
Appendix 1
Appendix 2
Appendix 3
Appendix 4

0o No v b D

- O OV VU OV Vv




Duo Burials

Introduction

CONTEXT OVERVIEW

A 2011 audit of London's burial spaces highlighted the stark reality of an impending burial space crisis for the

wider community (An Audit of London Burial Provision, Julie Rugg, 2011).

By 2013 when Eternal Gardens launched as a newly established dedicated burial space for the Muslim
Community, the realities of that report had already become apparent.

London’s steep population growth resulted in densely populated boroughs and severe shortages of housing. The
Government's priority shifted towards housing development and at the same time land prices rose significantly.

The UK population had already began adopting cremations with approximately 80% cremating by this time and
only 20% burying. The majority of the burials were from the Jewish and Muslim communities who had no

tolerance for cremations due to religious reasons.

This shift temporarily resolved the scope of the problem for governmental bodies and with only a minority group
of Muslims and Jews requiring new burial spaces. Resolving the issue long-term significantly dropped down the
government's priority list. As a result, short-term resolutions were being sought between the Masajid and local

councils.

Some examples of short-term resolutions are the reuse of 100+ year graves, converting existing pathways and
roads within cemeteries into further burial spaces. Thus, restricting burials spaces to those within the borough
only.

With no long-term resolution on the horizon, the situation continued to deteriorate resulting in some of the
following outcomes:
1  Average burial prices increasing to £4500, increasing annually

2  Reusing old spaces results in Muslims having to forego Sunnah practices such as facing the deceased towards
Qiblah

3 Extortionate out of borough prices

4 Increasingissues as these short-term resolutions become populated

DOUBLE INTERMENT PLOT

Eternal Gardens is a dedicated area for the Muslim Community within the grounds of a multi-faith cemetery,
GreenAcres Kemnal Park. GreenAcres Kemnal Park had already been offering people a double interment plot
option, traditionally for coffin burials. This option potentially extends the number of burial spaces by double. The
team at Eternal Gardens began exploring this solution and very quickly identified various other Muslim groups
offering a double interment plot which will be named as a Duo Grave. Upon enquiry and a site visit by local Ulama
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and a Mufti - a verbal authorisation was given. Mufti Muhammad Yusuf Danka, based in Croydon Masjid, had
already authorised this method within a local cemetery after extensive research and continues to review his
findings with senior Ulama to this day.

Since this time, Eternal Gardens faced uncertainty and reservations around adopting the method amongst local
Ulama as well as the public. It became clear that no thorough paper existed which explores the double interment
method from a Shari’ and practical approach. Individual fatwas did exist, however the outcomes varied
significantly depending on the context of the questioner as well as their proposed method for implementation.
This resulted in various understandings and practices of the double interment method (Duo Graves) and thus
unfamiliarity and uncertainty amongst the wider body of Ulama as well as the community.

SHARIAH BOARD

A clear gap existed due to the lack of dialogue and cross-over between the various expertise within the Muslim
Funeral Sector, Ulama and burial space providers. This gap prevented the sharing of expertise, reliable Islamic
guidance and unity in the adoption of resolutions. Eternal Gardens then formed a board of Ulama and funeral
sector experts to deliberate on current funeral sector issues and explore potential solutions with the aid of the
expertise and available Islamic guidance.

It was quickly noted that the Islamic guidance must remain completely impartial and for this reason a dedicated
Shariah Board was formed that would respond to Shariah related queries.

The issues surrounding the adoption of Duo Graves at Eternal Gardens was posed to the Shariah Board and it was
recommended that the issue be reviewed in further detail and formed into a concluding paper. Thus,
demonstrating its permissibility for Eternal Gardens’ (Sidcup) context whilst also providing a framework and
reference points for further qualified Ulama and Darul Iftaas who may benefit from such research.

The initial board members consisted of:
1 Mufti Muhammad Yusuf Danka (Senior Mufti & Islamic Studies Lecturer)

2 Sheikh Yunus Dudhwala (Senior Sheikh & Head Chaplain)

3 Sheikh Suliman Ghani (Mufti & Senior Chaplain)

The initial group drew up the Istiftaa (request for a formal legal opinion) in both English and Urdu and sent these
out to as many Darul Iftaas as possible. Consideration was given to the seniority of the Darul Iftaas. The question
was adapted three times as it was identified from some responses that more information was required. A simple
yes/no did not suffice and further clarification and reasoning was required.

It is important to bear in mind that Mufti Muhammad Yusuf Danka had already concluded detailed research on
this method and had in-depth understanding of the related contextual and Shari’ matters.

After receiving responses, the answers were reviewed by Mufti Muhammad Yusuf Danka and the Shariah Board
Team. The conclusion confirmed once again that it was permissible in Eternal Gardens’ (Sidcup) context and any
responses which did not permit it or were hesitant was due to a difference of understanding related to the
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context and circumstances within London. As an example, one response suggested that the community should
seek burial provisions outside of London and commute to those locations. Anyone familiar with the levels of
traffic and distances of London will be aware of the impracticalities of this suggestion.

As the Shariah Board was purely voluntary, the busyness of the Ulama due to their formal commitments meant

very slow progress in forming a detailed conclusive documentation of the exploration.

THOROUGH EVALUATION & FINAL CONCLUSION

In 2019, contact was made with Muftt Qadi Amjad M Mohammed of Dar al-‘Ulam al-Zaytuniyya to review some
additional mas'alah for Eternal Gardens. After some initial works, Mufti Amjad was appointed by Eternal Gardens
as the Principal Jurisconsult to enable Eternal Gardens to progress efficiently and effectively in previous and up-
coming Shari’ matters.

The Duo Grave exploration was presented to Mufti Amjad and he began the task of re-evaluating all current data
from a fresh perspective in order to provide an in-depth final conclusion.

During the review, some key findings were presented which uncovered additional points of best practice, in
addition to practical considerations. To manage these effectively, site visits were conducted with grounds experts
utilising life size models to ensure all practical aspects were considered accurately alongside Shari’
recommendations.

Mufti Amjad, concluded a final paper which outlined the explored methods and related considerations. The
results and detailed review is included within this paper.

We pray Allah the Almighty accepts the efforts of all those who contributed and allows this
research piece to form a key contribution for the Muslim community in resolving the long-
term burial space crisis.
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Overview And Key Milestones
Of The Review Process

1 2013 Eternal Gardens was established and soon after a small group of Ulama including Mufti Muhammad
Yusuf Danka carried out a site visit and verbally approved the double interment method.

2 2015 the first London Burial Board and Eternal Gardens Shariah Board were established. The initiation of the
exploration into the double interment was launched. The Shariah Board consisted of Mufti Muhammad Yusuf
Danka, Sheikh Yunus Dudhwala and Sheikh Suliman Ghani.

3 2016 the responses from the various Darul Iftaas were reviewed and the permissibility of the method in the
context of Eternal Gardens was approved. Work began to formulate the exploration and create a paper which
would grant Ulama confidence as well as provide a reference point for further research into the method.

4 2019 Muftt Qadi Amjad M Mohammed, Markaz al-Iftd> wa'l-Qada was appointed lead Jurisconsult and tasked
with reviving the project, reviewing all current data and providing a fresh conclusion.

5 2020, site visits and exploration with grounds experts took place alongside a detailed academic review. Some
issues of concern were explored alongside resolutions and additional methods to provide a variety of options.
The Eternal Gardens burial team were tasked with data capturing to ensure consistency of practical outcomes

as suggested by the research.

6 2021 Fatwa: Summation, recommendations and conclusive verdict issued, signed and authorised by Muftt
Qadr Amjad M Mohammed, Olive Foundation.

7 2022, afinal review and sign off by key contributing Ulama.
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Framework And Considerations
Related To The Exploration

See (Appendix 1) for the full set of references related to this section.

SUMMARY

Eternal Gardens arranged this review to ensure that the Duo Graves procedures and practices fall within the
framework of Shariah. Ensuring all measures have been taken in adopting best practices as well as considering
practical realities and limitations.

FRAMEWORK

1 Establishing necessity

Forming a barrier between the two interments
such that it becomes the like of two separate graves

Ensuring the first interment is not disturbed upon
burial of the second

CONTEXTUAL CONSIDERATIONS:

» Shortage of burial space (potential double life of cemetery)
»  High cost of burials (rising costs and Annual increases or annual inflation)
» Having to travel out of the local boroughs to bury in affordable & suitable facilities

»  Supporting La-warith (no next of kin - vulnerable cases)

SHARI" CONSIDERATIONS:

Reference

Consideration (further references may be available. Only a single sample
reference provided within this table)

The body to be laid facing the Qiblah due to it being
Sunnah, unless due to a significant impediment
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The bodies to have some form of barrier between
one body and the next to render them as two
individual graves

Protecting the body from coming into direct contact
with soil when filling the grave

Ensuring the previous grave is not disturbed.

As Duo Graves are considered two separate graves,
one does not have to await the complete
decomposition of the first corpse before the digging
of the second burial.

Due to the weather conditions in the UK, complete
decomposition can take up to 40 years otherwise
grave re-usage would have been an appropriate
alternative

They are considered as two separate graves and as a
result there should be at least one foot of soil, planks
inclusive, between the lower compartment and the
upper compartment

Proximity to Qiblah:
The first deceased should be placed closest to
Qiblah.

Preventing overlap of both deceased:

The lower compartment should be to the extreme
right of the grave (closest to Qiblah) and the upper
compartment to the extreme left (furthest to Qiblah).

This allows for the first deceased to be placed closest
to Qiblah whilst also preventing or minimising hori-
zontal overlap of the two deceased. By preventing
overlap, the chances of disturbing the first grave on
digging the second is reduced significantly.

Both interments should avoid placement of the de-
ceased directly in line above each other. The ideal
situation would be to stagger both the deceased so
that they do not align vertically.

The lease is offered to the family as a plot with the
capacity of two burials.
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Prior to the completion of the lease period of the first (lower) grave,
only the deed holder has the right to decide who can be buried in the
second (upper) grave. Essentially the first deed holder owns the
decision for both graves.

The Shar’i element of this consideration is regarding
ownership. If two unrelated individuals are
permitted to be buried within the plot, who is the
owner and who grants permission for the second
compartment?
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SOCIAL CONSIDERATIONS

Consideration:

Socio/cultural norms which may not have
explicit ibarat, however the Ulama have Reference

suggested these considerations to minimise References may not exist for most of this section as they are
negative impact on the bereaved or in the best based on current social/custom norms

interest of the deceased based on the current

cultural norms.

Ghair mahram (marriageable) - Men and women
being buried separately where possible despite the
barrier in place. Or at least same gender in double
depth grave (preferable) wherein both are

e o elaally o1 bz T I B35 0 ) deloadll 035 QU1 ol pue JsY) o529 o "Bl & 081 0,535

lasls il lyapans gl gt 05 & gl 5 S selo
Whilst this text relates to the separating of genders
when there is no barrier, it was deemed appropri- 2lan¥l 55 b I e e sl duslo
ate to apply gender separate as much as possible
as a form of best practice as many families would be
affected psychologically upon the burial of non-
Maharim in the same location as their loved ones.

Each grave will have their own grave markers on the

surface, level with the heads of each of the This gives a clear representation that each
compartments and not one above the other along compartment is totally separate

one compartment.
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Outcomes Of The Review Process

See (Appendix 1) for the full set of references related to this section.

SUMMARY

Keeping the defined Shari’ and practical considerations at the forefront the following outcomes were concluded.
The Eternal Gardens Duo Graves ensure that practices and procedures fall within the purview of Shariah. Best
practices have been adopted where pragmatic, and where it clashed with practical realities the minimal baseline

of Shari’ requirements were ensured.

Four methods were tested and reviewed. A preferred method was selected; however, the additional three methods
could also be utilised dependant on adjustments and operating conditions.

The preferred method which falls within the purview of Shariah, entailing best practices and achievable is the
Lahad - Lahad with planks placed opposite too each other.

Key considerations were:
»  Sufficient separation of the two interments
»  Practicality and reliability in various soil and weather conditions

»  Ability to stagger the two deceased to ensure they are not directly above each other

PRACTICAL REVIEW OUTCOME NOTES

The table below provides notes on each factor following a site-visit and assessment of real model graves:

Factors Achievement status Notes/ Action

» Shortage of burial space
Establishing necessity for double depth burial » High cost of burials
e » Having to travel out of the local boroughs to
bury in affordable & suitable facilities

due to reasons below.

The first deceased to be placed by the wall
closest to Qiblah Makkah, southeast). Approx.
3-5 lumps of clay, or other support, used to rest
the body whilst it is angled and facing Qiblah.
Currently, the body rests angled on the wall
further away from Qiblah.

Bodies facing Qiblah. Yes
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Barrier between the 1st lower chamber and the . 2-foot soil between the two chambers resulting into two separate

2nd chamber. chambers

Families will be informed and advised to bury the same gender in one

Ghair Mahram (strangers /marriageable to each grave (unless due to valid necessity)

other). Separated where possible despite the VYes

For La-warith (no next of kin), Funeral Directors and Park Managers are to
two separate chambers.

ensure same gender in grave. However, occasionally this may not be poss-
ible due to an imminent need arising.

Protecting the body from coming into direct

contact with soillwhen filling the grave. Yes Close any gaps with clay whilst laying the wood across or at an angle
Previous grave is not being disturbed and Adistinct probe rod will be utilised to denote a safe digging depth before
therefore one does not have to wait for near Yes disturbance to the lower chamber is caused. The machine operator will
complete decomposition. cease digging further upon reaching this probe.

Model 1 allows for the Duo Graves to provide a sufficient soil barrier whilst
also remaining within the target 6ft 6 inch total digging depth. Other

Th i : X ; ) i
Sy AIEERTEbETE £ D SEpRETE iR EENEs models required thinner barriers or exceeding the target dig depth.

and as a result there should be at least two feet
of soil, planks inclusive, between the lower
compartment and the upper compartment.

Yes
The team will continue to log dig depths and soil barrier variances which
will then provide a more accurate average which will can be detailed in
the future.

The lower compartment must be to the
extreme right of the grave and the upper Yes
compartment to the extreme left or vice versa.

Bodies will be staggered slightly in order to avoid directly being on top of
one another

Each grave will be allocated a marker above Current grave markers will have to be staggered slightly to represent the
ground clearly distinguishing it from the other separation below ground.

grave within the same plot. The placement of Yes

the markers will represent the separation and The team will explore more effective options to replace the current
layout of the graves below ground. method.

All current plots have the capacity to be utilised as Duo Graves. The owner
The lease is offered to the family as a plot with Yes of the plot may opt to adapt the plot into a Duo Grave upon request.
the capacity of two burials. Options to deliver further clarity to families will be reviewed as part of
documentation and team training enhancements
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METHOD 1: DUAL LAHAD PLOTS WITH OPPOSING PLANKS

Model 1
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2ft 6 inch

Seperation Wooden Planks Soil Qiblah
between deceased (3ft2inch)



Method

Lower

Duo Burials

Separation

barrier

Approximately

Soil above

2-4inch
(Minimal due to separ-
ation at angle) Enough

to not disturb the plank

Body
placement

Closest to Qiblah

Lahad 3ft, 6 inch 1ft at an angle (Propped up with soil)
Chamber (Blue dotted \meg) when d\ggm% hesec
ond time (Probe
required)
3ft, 6inch
U pper (Begins under the Furthest wall to
Lahad horizontal border of As above 6 inch Qiblah

Chamber

the lower chamber) (Supported by wall)

Total depth
of both
graves

6ft, 6 inch

The Dual Lahad method was deemed the most practical whilst also fulfilling the essential Shar’i
requirements.

With regards to the separating soil barrier, it is important to note that texts refer to the barrier as a
barrier between the deceased rather than a barrier between two graves (above and below). As such, in
this method, the barrier is considered 1-2ft at an acute angle of approximately 45 degrees between
the upper and lower deceased.

In contrast, the soil barrier between the two graves (above and below) at the point where both planks
meet is often minimal, possibly only a few inches. However, as the objective is to achieve sufficient
barrier between the deceased, rather than graves, then the objective is met through the 1-2ft separ-
ating barrier between the deceased taking an angle perspective rather than vertical perspective.

Disturbing the first chamber during digging for the second chamber will be prevented by utilising a
probe to gauge the distance of the second chamber and the required digging depth.
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METHOD 2: SHIQ TO LAHAD PLOTS

Model 2
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Lower
Chamber

Upper
Chamber

Total depth
of both
graves

Duo Burials

Separation Body

Method Soil above

barrier placement

Greater than 6
Shiq 2ft, 5inch inch. Depends
on body width.

6inch Closest to Qiblah

(minimum) (Propped up with soil)

Furthest wall to
Qiblah

(Supported by wall)

6 Inch

(to ground level)

Lahad 3ft, 3inch As above

6ft 8 inch

The Shiq to Lahad method was not ideal in staggering the deceased. It also creates a vertical soil bar-
rier between the two plots and therefore is acceptable but not preferred over the Dual Lahad method.
In addition, the stability of the Shiq ledges which are formed from soil varies significantly even within
the same grounds, thus not allowing a consistent and reliable method.

A 2ft soil barrier has been defined as preferred; however, this measure of soil is subjective as no spe-
cific measure has been mentioned within the texts. The more the better, however practical consider-
ations may require a smaller measure of soil.

Disturbance of the first chamber upon digging the second chamber will be prevented by the usage of
a probe which will dictate the maximum digging depth possible before reaching the separation barrier
above the first chamber. The first deceased will be laid to rest closest to Qiblah side whilst the second
de-ceased on the opposite side, further minimising the risk of disturbances whilst also maximising
burial depth of the second deceased.
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METHOD 3: SHIQ TO SHIQ PLOTS

Model 3
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Lower
Chamber

Upper
Chamber

Total depth
of both
graves

Duo Burials

Separation Body

Method Soil above

barrier placement

Greater than 6

2ft, 6 inch inch. Depends % il Closest to Qiblah

Shiq on body width (Propped up with soil)
Furthest wall to
Shiq 2ft, 6 inch As above Qiblah

(Supported by wall)

6ft, 6 inch

The Shig/Shig method has not been preferred as it would require the 2ft of soil barrier to be formed in
a vertical manner. This produced various practical issues as the depth of the entire area would have to
be increased beyond 7ft. However, as long as some level of barrier is formed between the two graves
which is deemed appropriate by the Ulama, then this would technically fulfil the requirements as the
measure of separating soil has not been specified within any texts.

Another practical issue was the difficulty in forming a natural soil ledge on the upper chamber. As it
has already been dug to create the space for the lower chamber, the soil is no longer compact enough
to rely on especially during damp and wet conditions.

Again, the stability of the Shiq ledges which are formed from soil varies significantly even within the
same grounds, thus not allowing a consistent and reliable method.

This method may be used after identifying a reliable method of forming reliable ledges for the Shiq
and where the plots can be dug wider to prevent overlap of both deceased from a vertical perspective.

Disturbing the first chamber during digging for the second chamber will be prevented by utilising a
probe to gauge the distance of the second chamber and the required digging depth.
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METHOD 4: DUAL LAHAD PLOTS - PARALLEL PLANKS

Model 4
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Seperation Wooden Planks Soil Qiblah
between decease d (3ft 2 inch)
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Separation Body

Method Soil above

barrier placement

Lower i
Lahad 3ft, 3 inch 1inch e Closest to Qiblah

Chamber (Propped up with soil)

Upper .

PP Lahad 3ft, 3 inch As above Closest to Qiblah
Chamber (Propped up with soil)
Total depth
of both 6ft, 6 inch

graves

The Dual Lahad with parallel planks was deemed the least preferred method due to a host of reasons.

1 Does not allow for the corpses to be staggered to prevent vertical alignment
2 The deceased in the upper chamber often sinks slightly result in a lesser barrier between the two

3 Only 1 inch of separation soil

However, this method is practically much easier and quicker.

Disturbing the first chamber during digging for the second chamber will be prevented by utilising a
probe to gauge the distance of the second chamber and the required digging depth.
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Final Verdict

FINAL VERDICT POST A PRACTICAL EVALUATION

Following the re-evaluation of all previous data, Mufti Amjad Saheb concluded with the following verdict which

was ratified by a practical review by or through a site visit:

POINTS OF CONSIDERATION

In result of understanding the views of the Fugaha and the interpretations of the contemporary scholars | propose

the following approach, which will circumvent the matters of concern and likewise be practically minded.

1

The lease is offered to the family as a plot with the capacity of two burials. This will mean the previous grave
is not being disturbed and therefore one does not have to wait for near complete decomposition, which
would realistically take up to the length of the lease (~ 50 years). As it is a family plot then one is not
specifically preparing their burial before their death, which is disliked within the shari‘a.

» Following the site visit, can confirm this objective was met

They are considered as two separate graves and as a result there should be at least two feet of soil, planks
inclusive, between the lower compartment and the upper compartment; this will overcome the issue when
in places there is some overlap of compartments. The two separate graves will also overcome the permission
sought from the lease holder if a non-family member takes the second compartment. Furthermore, this
could facilitate in result having two leases for the separate graves, if as in point 1 above, a family decided not
to take the complete plot. This will also deal with the issue of ghayr mahram as the graves are separate,
however it is preferable that the double plot has the same gender residing in both compartments.

» Aseparating barrier of 2ft is confirmed between the two bodies even if not between the two
compartments. Shari’ texts refer to space between the bodies and thus this has been adopted as the
position. This will be assessed further through data capture and a final verdict will be issued on this in
Summer 2024. As up to this point, this objective is considered met.

The lower compartment must be to the extreme right of the grave and the upper compartment to the
extreme left or vice versa. Each will have their own grave markers on the surface, level with each at the heads
of the compartments and not one above the other along one compartment.

» Objective met and confirmed
» Recommendations have been given for adjustments to the grave markers to ensure families are clear that
the plot consists of two separate graves. A review of the final solution will take place in Summer 2022

In terms of definition they should be referred to as Duo Graves rather than double burial/interment

» Objective met and confirmed

Please seeillustrations below to assist the understanding. Width of normal plot may require five inches of extra

digging to the left of upper compartment to place the planks.
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Plaque Plaque
Soil Soil

(may have to dig a few inches extra to the
right for planks)

Upper compartment

Deceased lying on their right hand side
facing gibla - width will be sufficient to lay
a body on its side.

(may have to dig a few inches extra to the

Soil
right for planks)
Minimum two foot including planks
Soil Lower compartment

Deceased lying on their right hand side
facing gibla - width will be sufficient to lay
a body on its side.

FINAL VERDICT POST A PRACTICAL EVALUATION

Various practical constraints were raised based on the initial suggestions which were based on a theoretical

review.

Issues such as the instability of ground conditions beyond 6ft played a key role in a review of the suggestion of
having a minimal of 2ft separation barrier between both compartments.

It was discussed that the more space between the two compartments, that better that would be in aligning with
the concept of two completely separate graves. However, it was also agreed that no specific amount of separating
barrier has been mentioned within the texts and as such this is subjective. As such, any amount considered as
sufficiently separating could potentially be adopted, however it must be emphasised the greater amount possible
should be considered first and only reduced due to acceptable reasons and not just ease or financial gains.
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Establishing necessity for burying more than one body within one large grave.

Considerations:

= Increase of deaths

+ Shortage of burial space

* Shortage of burial staff

* Speed of preparing graves

+ Speed of burials

IO

* Reducing backlog of bathed but unburied bodies
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The bodies to ideally be facing the Qiblah due to it being Sunnah

Yes I:I No |:' Note
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The bodies to idedlly have some form of barrier between one body and the next to render them as two

individual graves

Yes |:| No |:| Note

Yes D No |:| Note
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Yes I:l No |:| Notc

Yes |:| No |:| Note
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Considering various methods of how this material should be placed over the bodies.

Yes I:I No I:I Note

Yes |:| No I:l Note

Performing Salatul Janazah for the deceased whilst loaded in the van

Restricting the number of attendees during these buricals

NamMe: (1o allow us to follow up on your suggestions if required)
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Burying two or more bodies in one grave is forbidden except in emergency cases. A partition of dust or soil is made
separating the bodies.

“Burying two or more bodies in one grave is forbidden except in emergency cases”: Among the rules of burial is that each
body is allotted a grave. The same spot should not be dug up again to bury another unless the previous corpse has totally
disintegrated into the earth and there is nothing left of him. In this case, it is permissible to bury another body at that very
spot. If however any parts of his skeleton are present, then no burial should be carried out at that spot. The general rule is
that a grave should not be dug up expressly to bury another body. This will crush the corpse already in the grave and
constricts his space. Since he is the predecessor, the grave is rightfully his. The grave is the abode of the deceased which
was endowed to him. The as | is that only one body is buried in each grave as was the practice of the Prophet % when he
carried out burials in the Bagi’ cemetery. He never buried two or more bodies in one grave at Bagi’. Doing so is forbidden
unless there is a dire need to do so or in times of emergency. The Prophet % buried two or more bodies in one grave after
the Battle of Uhud. Many Companions were martyred in that battle and there were countless wounded. Most of those who
survived were too weak to dig up a separate hole for each martyred companion. Therefore, the Prophet ‘U ordered them
to place two or three of those who were martyred in a single grave26S so as to lift the burden from the Muslims. This was
only due to the predicament they were in. In times of peace and security, he (S.A.W) did not bury more than one body in a
grave.

“A partition of dust or soil is made separating the bodies”: When it becomes necessary to bury two or three bodies in one
grave, they should not be placed in a manner where they come into contact with each other. Instead, a partition made of
earth is made between them so that they are separated and confined to their own personal space.
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Appendix 2 Initial Question
(Istiftaa)

Double Interment at Eternal Gardens, Sidcup

In London we are facing great difficulties in regards to burial spaces for our Muslim
community.

We have been using council run cemeteries with dedicated areas for Muslims and in recent
years two dedicated Muslim cemeteries.

The problem we are face is that most council run cemeteries have or will run out of space
soon which is resulting in the following issues:

1) Prices are inflating significantly:

In the South West Muslims are paying in the region of £5000 or more to reuse non-Muslim
graves. In the least problematic areas it is currently between £1000 - £3000 which will inflate
greatly when spaces run out. These are just plot fees. The funeral services which consists of
the collection from hospital, ghusl, takfeen etc are additional to this and range from £600 -
£1500,

2) Having to travel out of the local boroughs to bury in suitable facilities

Some members particularly in the south west and west of London are having to travel across
London to suitable facilities, as other local alternatives charge an additional out of borough
fee. As an example, if someone could not bury within their borough, they would incur
additional charges to bury in the neighbouring borough. Often these additional charges are
s0 high that it is worth traveling across London for alternatives.

3) Many community members are struggling to fulfil these fees

All the above issues are affecting our community at this carly stage of the burial space crisis
and it is only anticipated that these issues will continue to get worse.

With the majority of non-Muslims opting for cremations, major property developments in
London, rising land costs, the issue of providing new burial spaces for Muslims has become
extremely neglected as it is of the least interest to most authorities.

Furthermore with the negative climate surrounding Muslims in the UK it is becoming more
of a challenge upon the existing Muslim cemeteries to purchase further land or gain approval
for muslim only burials.

In 2013 we at the Fternal Gardens joined the non-muslim company Kemnal Park to provide
a dedicated Muslim cemetery to our community. Initially when we arrived, double burials
were on offer, but due to a lack of knowledge on this issue and a lack of authorisation from
Ulama I placed this method on hold.
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Following visits from three Ulama who reviewed this method with further senior Ulama, we
were given a verbal confirmation by all of them on the permissibility of the double burial
method in regards to our context. Furthermore, | enquired personally with some Muftis
across London and was responded to with the same answer, so the double burial method was
reintroduced.

The purpose of providing the double burials was to extend the usability of the cemetery as
much as possible which in turn is hoped to minimise the negative effects as much as possible
that we as a community are facing. By offering the double burials, the cemetery space can
almost be doubled, which also assists in maintaining lower burial fees and minimising yearly
inflation.

Another benefit which was identified was the support we could offer to La-Warith cases. By
double burials we could provide a dedicated area for such cases and utilise the double burials
thus catering for double the cases.

We have recently joined hands with other Muslim burial service providers and cemeteries
and it seems that although it is agreed that the double burial is a one of the most suitable
steps to take to minimise the issues there exists a lack of confidence in the approval of this
method as it was provided verbally only. For this reason other Muslim cemeteries in London
are not implementing this method as of yet, which in turn means they are filling up faster.

As part of this initiative we formed an Ulama Shura Panel who have decided that we should
get this issue as well as other burial related issues reviewed by Ulama from various
madhaahib, across London so that they can review these masaa'il and can collate them all
together to provide one final well-researched set of documents on burial related issues as
guidance for Muslims burial organisations. Along with that it is anticipated that this will also
provide governmental bodies with a unified and reliable opinion when discussing new
initiatives insha’Allah.

[or this reason, we are reaching out to Ulama like yourself across the UK and across the globe
to review this and respond with your own personal judgment on the double burial method.

We strongly believe this is a sensible option to assist in overcoming part of the burial space
challenge that we are facing in London and will play a significant role in minimising
difficulties to our community in the near future.

This method has already been implemented in other parts of the UK but as it was not
documented as a fatwa, we and other new facilities will face difficulties in being able to
convince the community to utilise this method when required.
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Markaz

al-Ifta’
wa'l-Qada’

Please could you review our method below and provide your personal conclusion on this
maltter.

Double interment Burials: (See diagram)
* A 6.5ft. grave is purchased by an owner who has opted to utilise it as a double grave.

* The first person is buried as normal at the bottom of the grave at 6.5ft down in a shig method
with wooden planks laying flat upon a ridge to cover the body.

* The soil is replaced

+ Later on when the second person passes away only 4.5 ft is re dug from the top of the same
grave and the second person is buried above the space of the first.

* This method ensures that a barrier of wooden planks and at least a fool of soil separates
the two interments.

* Under no circumstance is the first interment exposed or disturbed during this procedure
as our digging team are aware of stopping at least one foot before they reach the soil of the
first grave.

* The second person is buried with at least 2 foot of soil above them to ensure that the smell
of decay is not detected by animals,

* Both bodies are staggered naturally due to the method. So they do not lay directly upon
each other but rather one to the right and one to the left of the grave.

Considerations taken by our Ulama we they decided on this issue:

* Defining dharoorah (need) in relation to this issue (Increasing lack of burial space)
* Defining haraj (burden) in relation to burial costs

* Long term benefit to our community

* References regarding mass burials (Ghazwa Uhud) in one plot. Double burials have an actual
partition between each burial, which lightens the case as they are not actually placed in one
single grave and the first deceased is not disturbed at all by the second interment

+ Sanctity of the grave being re-dug out weighed by the dharoorah (need)
Our questions are:
* Is this method permissible within the current context

« Is this method only permissible for the mahaarim relations or can two unrelated people be
buried in this method. (This will provide a benefit for La-Warith cases as they would be
unrelated).
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* What are the main factors which will decide on whether this method will be permissible or
impermissible.

* Any guidelines which will assist other cemeteries in London and the UK in assessing
whether when this method should or should not be implemented would be of great benefit.

Jazakallhu Khairan
Mohammed Hilal

Mohammed.hilal@kemnalpark.org

Kemnal Park Eternal Gardens
A20 Sidcup By-Pass
Chislehurst

BR7 6RR
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DOUBLE INTERMENT

6.6 FT
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Appendix 2

# Croydon Council (London Borough of Croydon) [GB] | https//www.croydon.govak/sites/default/files/articles |nads/Reclaimed-Graves 7

| LONDON BOROUGH OF CROYDON
MITCHAM ROAD

&
QUEENS ROAD
CEMETERIES

ENQUIRIES TO: CEMETERY OFFICE

MITCHAM ROAD,

O G it RECLAIMED
TEL: 020 8684 3877  FAX: (203680 7705
EMALL bereavemeni@croydon gov.uk GRAVES

BURIAL FACILITIES IN CROYDON

Those who are bereaved with a preference for burial have 2 very limited choice of grave types within Croydon due to land
shortages. There are no new graves available at either Mitcham Road or Queens Road cometenes; new graves are
avaiiable at Greenlawn Memorial Park in Waringham. This s a beautiful park setting with ground level brenze plaques on
graves. To maniain this appearance it is important lo be aware thal no Wraditional memoiials can be placed on the giaves.
Greenlawn's is also ‘0 miles fom North Crovdon and has poor public ransport inks. The Council realise that this
cemetery 15 inconverient for over a quarter of Croydon residents who co not g ther own i it (2001 Census
mmmsmmmmmmmummhummmwm. This
inlers the deveased in a familiar selling and is convenient for family and fiends lo visil lhe grave. As a “green’ issue, il
also reduces road liavel for the funeral cortege and all subsequent grave visils, as well as reducng personal expense. To
meet these impartant nesds and expand choice for the bereaved, propasals have baen agreed to reclaim unused space in
old graves at Mitcham Road and Queens Road cemetery in North Croydon. This is part of a wider policy to create
mwtmure—uwdwm.dr It will prevent Croydon's cemeteries becoming excessively large and

d as t 8 charges i As these charges are passed to the bereaved as part of the
burial fees, re-using space will hoid down fees and conribule fo lower funeral costs for Croydon residants

Appendix 3

These are just plot fees based on a 50 years lease period. The funeral services which consists
of the collection from hospital, ghusl, takfeen etc are additional to this and range from £600
- £1500.

Other Fee
Borough  Type of plot PlotFee Burial Fee(Maintanace) Total  NonResident Link
Greenwich Council: Muslim section £1992  £79%5 2% &M £13.293 http://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200032/deaths ful
Croydon  Reused non muslimgraves ~ £1570  £1,015? 1,585 £1.995 https:/ fwww.croydon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/artides/dc
lambeth Council mixed cemetery ~ £4433  £1268 ¥ | £2.900 https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/births-deaths-marriages-and-
West Ham  Council: Muslim section £1905 995 £ om 4575 https:/ fwww.newham gov.uk/Pages/Services/Burials.aspxé

Ealing  Council: Muslim section £2955 £2,55 £5.310 http://www southallfuneral.co.uk/new-paged/new-page11
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Appendix Collation Of Responses
To The Istiftaa And Related Fatwa

Fatwa No: 1442/70
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I will gather the fatawa of the Dar al-Iftas that have responded to you then give my view in
light of Eternal Gardens, Sidcup’s situation and the views of the ‘Ulama. The fatawa below
have not been edited for spelling or grammatical errors.

Views of the ‘Ulama

Are we allowed to bury more than just one body in a grave?
Askimam.org

My question is about the refugees of Greece:

A lot of people are found dead in the sea as a result of the boats sinking. Sometimes it takes a
long time to get buried which causes the body to get bloated, are we still allowed to do ghusl
in such a case? We are asking this question as once the ghusl was done on a body like this and

it burst open, inna lillahi wa inna ilahi radji'un.

Another question regarding this is, are we allowed to bury more than just one body in a grave.
In Greece the ground needs to be bought and if we wait for the money, the bodies might stay
out for too long. Alhamdullilah all the people helping are doing this voluntarily, and do not

always have the money to buy the graves for everyone.

Answer
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
As-salamu ‘alaykum wa-rahmatullahi wa-barakatuh.
1. If a person passed away on sea, he should be washed (ghusal), shrouded (kafan) and
placed in the water. However, if the body is brought on land and has started to bloat,
water should be poured over the body with due diligence ensuring that the body does

not burst open after which the body will be shrouded. If there is fear that the body will
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burst open by performing the sunnah shrouding, one may suffice on one piece of
cloth.

2. If there are no other graves, and there is fear that the bodies will start to decompose if
not placed in the grave, only then on will be excused for placing multiple bodies in one

grave.

It should be noted that a barrier of soil should be place between the bodies to separate them

from each other. See below the sequence of placing multiple bodies in a grave.

We advise that a fund is created to support those that don’t have adequate means to purchase

graves when necessary.

And Allah Ta'ala Knows Best
Hafizurrahman Fatehmahomed

Student Darul Iftaa Netherlands Checked and Approved by Mufti Ebrahim Desai
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Fatawa Rahimiyya, v5, pg34, 69

Burying two Bodies in one Grave
Daruliftaa.com

Please could you clarify the position of a person in India who requested he be buried in the
same grave as his spouse who died 9 years previously?

This was mutually agreed by the husband and wife and the request was carried out according
to the wishes of the couple, did they act according to Shariah?

ANSWER

In the name of Allah, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful,

The great Hanafi jurist (fagih), Imam Ibn Abidin (Allah have mercy on him) explains this very
issue of “burying more than one body in the same grave”, in his brilliant supercommentary
(hashiya) on Imam al-Haskafi's Durr al-Mukhtar. The following is the Shariah ruling
primarily based on Ibn Abidin’s explanation in his Radd al-Muhtar:
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It is impermissible to bury two bodies together in one grave unless due to necessity (such as
the shortage of graves, or a natural disaster causing many people to die, etc). It will also not
be permissible to dig up a grave in order to bury another body unless one is certain that the

carlier body has disintegrated, decomposed and transformed into soil.

If upon opening a grave, some bones are discovered, then they should be assembled and
placed to one side and then the other body may be buried. One should make a barrier with

the soil between the bones and the new body.

To bury more than one body in the same grave with the intention of burying the deceased
with his relative, or due to the shortage of graves in that particular graveyard will not be
considered a genuine need, even if the graveyard is a virtuous one, where pious people are
buried, as long as another graveyard is available. This impermissibility is even more in the
case of digging up a grave where a body has already been buried, for burying other bodies in
the grave of one whose body has not as yet transformed into soil is dishonouring the sanctity
of the first body. (See: Radd al-Muhtar ala al-Durr, 2/233)

Therefore, burying two bodies at once in one grave would be unlawful, and if one did make
such a will, it will not be fulfilled. Similarly, to bury a second body in a grave where the
previous body had not yet disintegrated or transformed into soil would also not be allowed.
Thus, one should be certain of the body being transformed before intending to open up a
grave. The duration of this would depend on the place and area one is in, and could be

inquired from the experts.

With the above, the ruling with regards to your specific question becomes clear, in that if the
will made by the deceased to be buried in the same grave as his/her spouse was such, that if
it was implemented, it would entail opening up a grave in which the body of the carlier
deceased was not transformed into soil, then this would be impermissible. However, if it was
after a long period, in that one was certain of the earlier body being transformed into soil,

then it would be permissible.
And Allah knows best

[Mufti] Muhammad ibn Adam
Darul Iftaa
Leicester , UK
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Mohammed Hilal
From:
Sent: To: Subject:
Haamidan wa Musalliyan
Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakaatuh
It is permissible.
And Allah Ta'ala (s13Y,5) knows best.
mufti@muftionline.co.za on behalf of No-Reply Muftionline.co.za

<noreply@muftionline.co.za> 20 August 2016 11:05 Mohammed Hilal Re: Muftionline.co.za
QULSTION 26430

{)J‘//uiﬁ

Answered by: Mufti Ebrahim Salejee - NOTE: Please do not respond to this email. Questions sent directly to
this email address will not be attended to. If you have another question, please use the website.
http://muftionline.co.za Jazakallah
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Disclaimer: The answer hereby given is specifically based on the question asked and should
be read together with the question asked. Muftionline.co.za bears no responsibility to any
party who may or may not act on this answer. Muftionline.co.za being hereby exempted from
loss or damage whatsoever caused. Should the question refer to a matter in dispute between
two parties, this answer may not be used in the dispute in question by either party unless
the question was jointly submitted by both parties with an acknowledgement by both parties
that the question was correct and accurate. This answer may not be used as evidence in any
court of Law without prior written consent from Muftionline.co.za, On 17 August 2016 at
14:51, Mohammed Patel <mohammed.hilal@kemnalpark.org= wrote: Submitted on
Wednesday, August 17, 2016 - 14:51 Submitted by user: Submitted values are: Name:
Mohammed Patel Email: mohammed.hilal@kemnalpark.org Question:

be(),ﬂl-:-fufgi AL

In the UK and more specifically London we are facing great difficulties in securing further
burial spaces for our Muslim community. Up to now our community has used a mix of council
run cemeteries with dedicated areas for Muslims and in recent years we have had a two
dedicated purpose built Muslim cemeteries. The problem we face in London is that the
majority of council run cemeteries have now run out of space or are on the brink of running
out of space. The result is that in parts of London the cost of a burial is around £5000 and
rising yearly which is mostly unaffordable to most. As well as that, within the current climate
of major property developments in London, rising land costs, and the current climate with
Muslims in the UK it is becoming extremely difficult upon those current Muslim cemeteries
to purchase further land. Our cemetery launched recently and after discussing with the local
Ulama we concluded on providing “double depth burials” to ensure we extend the life of the
cemetery as much as possible for future generations which will also assist in maintaining a
lower price on burials. We are currently able to provide a burial for £2500 and by offering the
option of double burials can extend the life of the cemetery by almost double. We have also
been able to offer additional support for La-Warith cases due to this method. However, our
community is majorly concerned with the validity of such an offering and are extremely
reluctant to accept this solution at this moment until further approval. For this reason, we
are reaching out to Ulama across the UK and across the globe to review this and respond as
our personal experience with Ulama has told us that this is not an issue at all and actually a
sensible approach to overcoming the challenge we are facing. This method has actually
already been implemented in other parts of the UK but as it has not been documented as a
fatwa we and other new facilities will face difficulties in being able to convince the
community. We hope that this response from the Ulama at large will provide our community
with ease and also be used by further cemeteries in this situation. Please could you review
our method below and provide you conclusion on this matter. Double interment Burials: (See
diagram) = A 6 ft. grave is purchased by an owner in agreement that it will be used in the
future by a second individual. * The first person is buried as normal at the bottom of the grave
7 ft down in a shiq method with wooden planks laying flat upon a ridge to cover the body. *
The soil is replaced + Later on when the second person passes away only 5 ft is re dug from
the top of the same grave and the second person is buried above the space of the first, * This
method ensures that a barrier of wooden planks and at least a foot of soil separates the two
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interments. * Under no circumstance is the first interment exposed or disturbed during this
procedure as our digging team are aware of stopping at least one foot before they reach the
soil of the first grave. * The second person is buried with at least 3 foot of soil above to ensure
no animals or the smell of determination does not reach the surface.

Our verdict:
ol ag A Ol ggad g dmog AT oy Al Jguy o oSty 350ty db Lo

All praise belongs to Allah and may Allah's peace and blessings be upon His messenger, his

family, companions and followers until the last day.

1. Double interment burial arrangement

In response to the aforementioned query, we deem this method of burial to be
permissible on condition that the deceased involved in such burials are Muslims. This is
due to the fact that wejudge the reality of'this method ofburial to be two separate graves in
close proximity ofeach other. The reason we consider the burial in this manner is due to the
existence of barriers between the deceased which consists of sufficient amounts of coil and
planks to be considered as such, Thus, it is the like ofany two graves next to

one another. As a result, we do not deem there to be an objection with non-MaQrams
being in either of'the two graves on the condition that they are both Mushims. It is also of
greal importance (o note, that this method should not be used in any mstance, where one
of the two dececased is not Muslim. Therefore, when the condition that all the deceased

being Muslim is not met, the verdict issued above would not be applicable.

2. Single grave viewpoint



Duo Burials

From the perspective where the atorementioned method of burial is deemed to be a
single grave, the verdict would remain that of permissibility, in the cases of necessity, for
MaQrams. The Prophet (ill) buried multiple people in the same grave after the Battle of

Ul)ud as can be seen from the narrations below:

£4 W T °’=,,§
1.':&1 'v l '-J.f Jj.a_af'.b-'lju}ad.b-\dldk_r»

Al 3 438

NarratedJabir bin 'Abdullah: The Prophet (ill) collected every two martyrs of Ulud in one
piece of cloth, then he would ask, "Which ofthem knew more ofthe Qur'an?" When one of
them was pointed out for him, he would put that one in the grave first and say, "I will be a
witness for them on the Day of Resurrection." He ordered them to be buried with their
blood on their bodies and they were neither washed nor was a funeral prayer offered
for them. [al-Bukhari]
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Narrated Hisharn bin 'Amr: "On the day of Ubud, the wounded complained to the
Messenger of Allah (@), so he said: 'Dig, and make it wide, and appropriate, and bury two

and three in one grave. And advance the one who knew the most Qur'an.' My father had
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dicd so he was placed before two men." (al-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud and al-Nasa'i)". Abu 'lsa
said: There are narrations on this topic from Khabbab,jabir, and Anas. This badfth is basan

Sabib. Sufyan al-Thawri and others reported this badfth from Ayyiib, from Hurnaid bin

Hilal, from Hisharn bin 'Amr.

Regarding multiple mterment in a single grave, scholars agreed that the Sunnah is to bury
cach dececased person in a separate grave, cither as a matter of obligation or
recommendation. Thus, scholars state that doing other than this is either unlawlul or
disliked. The junsts agreed that multiple mterment m a single grave 1s only allowed for a
need or necessily such as a shortage of space; the lack of gravediggers: no other

graveyards for Muslims etc.

The reason some scholars declared multiple interment in a single grave as haram is based on
the matter of harming the deceased by not alfording due respect. The harm inflicted

intensifies if'the genders are mixed. [[f<ishivah al-Sharwanf ala Tubfitul-Mubtaj: 2/173]

Regarding multiple nterment in a single grave. the four schools of thought held the

following vicws:

1. Hanafiyah [al-Kasani, Badai’ al-ana'i: vol. | p. 319]: It is permitted when there is a

neced

(o]

Malikiyah [al-Kharshi, Sharb al-Kharshi: 2/134]: It is permitted due to necessity of

spacc ... as for when there is no necessity then it is unlawful,
3. Shaf'lyah [al-Nawawi, a/-Majmu" 5/247] and Hanabilah [al-Mardawi, al-InSii/ vol.
2 p. 551): considered it as unlawful except in the case of neeessity like

havingany deceased, fearing the rotting of bodies or other needs such as
difTiculty upon the hving

We appreciate the difliculties involved in burying Muslim deceased in terms of cost and

location m the 1K and on mainland Furone etc. We ecommend the board for nroactivelv

49
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looking into solutions for the challenges faced. We pray that Allah(®) grants guidance

and success to all those trying to facilitate acting in accordance to Islamic rulings in all

matters.

May Allah's peace and blessings be upon the Messenger of Allah and all praise belongs to

Allah.

‘adlal v Lts » | W
nala) q;um;.m%yw:u _;L‘,‘

Allah( €) knows best.

Shaykh Haitham al-l1addad

Question:

&}Jﬁ‘kﬁ)’éﬂﬁ?ul

May Allah reward you greatly for your efforts and time for the ummah, Ameen.

In the UK and more specifically London we are facing great difficulties in securing further
burial spaces for our Muslim community.

Up to now our community has used a mix of council run cemeteries with dedicated areas for
Muslims and in recent years we have had a two dedicated purpose built Muslim cemeteries.

The problem we face in London is that the majority of council run cemeteries have now run
out of space or are on the brink of running out of space. The result is that in parts of London
the cost of a burial is around £5000 and rising yearly which is unaffordable to most.

As well as that, within the current climate of major property developments in London, rising
land costs, and the current climate with Muslims in the UK it is becoming extremely difficult
upon those current  Muslim  cemeleries to  purchase further land.
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Our cemetery launched recently and after discussing with the local Ulama we concluded on
providing “double depth burials” to ensure we extend the life of the cemetery as much as
possible for future generations which will also assist in maintaining a
lower price on burials,

We are currently able to provide a burial for £2500 and by offering the option of double
burials can extend the life of the cemetery by almost double. We have also been able to offer
additional ~ support  for  La-Warith cases due to  this  method.

However, our community is majorly concerned with the validity of such an offering and are
extremely reluctant to accept this solution at this moment until further approval.

For this reason, we are reaching out to Ulama across the UK and across the globe to review
this and respond as our personal experience with Ulama who have verified this are confident
in its permissibility all and see it as a sensible approach to overcoming the challenge we are
facing.

This method has actually already been implemented in other parts of the UK but as it has not
been documented as a fatwa we and other new facilities will face difficulties in being able to
convince the community. We hope that this response from the Ulama at large will provide
our communily with ease and also be used by further cemeteries in this situation.
Please could you review our method below and provide you conclusion on this matter.

Double interment Burials:

« A 6 ft. grave is purchased by an owner in agreement that it will be used in the future by a
second individual.

* The first person is buried as normal at the bottom of the grave 7 ft down in a shig method
with wooden planks laying flat upon a ridge to cover the body.

* The soil is replaced

* Later on when the second person passes away only 4.5 ft is re dug from the top of the same
grave and the second person is buried above the interment of the first.

* This method ensures that a barrier of wooden planks and at least a foot of soil separates
the two interments.
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* Under no circumstance is the first interment exposed or disturbed during this procedure
as our digging team are aware of stopping at least one foot before they reach the soil of the
first grave.

* The second person is buried with at least 3 foot of soil above to ensure no animals or the
smell of decay does not reach the surface.

* The second person is offset from the first person's body as the first body is in a shiq so
placed in the centre and the second body 1is placed to one side.

Jazakallahu Khairan Wa ahsan al jazaa

Answer:
L e i A .
),—Qu_)/»;d \:“'“/}‘* ‘;‘)

Ifthere is a genuine necessityfor burying more than one person in one grave such as shortage
of space etc, it will be permissible to bury two bodies in one grave, after exhausting all other
avenues in trying to locate an empty space. (Raddul Muhtar, Volume 3, Page 138, Darul
Kutubul llmiyyah & Badai’ As-Sanai, Volume 2, Page 357, Darul Kutubul Ilmiyyah)

It is not necessary to bury the body of the deceased in the closest or local cemetery where
there may be no spaces available, ratherother cemeteries within a radius 1 or 2 miles of the
deceased can also be used where there are spaces available.(Raddul Muhtar, Volume 3, Page
146, Darul Kutubul 1lmiyyah)

It will also not be permissible to dig up a grave in order to bury another body in that grave
until one is convinced that the body of the first person in the grave has decomposed and has
turned in to soil.(Raddul Muhtar, Volume 3, Page 138, Darul Kutubul [lmiyyah)

Abarrier will need to be made between the two bodies using the soil etc. if they are buried
in the same grave. (ibid)

In conclusion, the above mentioned method of ‘double depth burials’ will be permissible
when there is an absolute need to do so and no other alternatives are available.

Only Allah knows best
Written by Eunus Ali

Checked and approved by Mufti Mohammed Tosir Miah
Darul Ifta Birmingham
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Respected Mufti Saab
Assalaamu alaykum wa rahmatullaahi wa barakatuh

With the current Corona Virus crisis, we need you to urgently give us the ruling regarding
mass burials as follows.
1.) Are mass burials allowed?

Answer
In the name of Allah, the Inspirer of truth

Under normal circumstances burying more than one person in a grave is disliked. However,
in cases of need it becomes permissible to have a mass grave where multiple people are
buried within one grave.[1] From amongst the reasons which permit mass burials, one
reason is not having enough people to bury the bodies.[2]

After contacting another cemetery in London, we learned the following information:

The current capacity for the local cemeteries is to bury approximately ten to fifteen bodies
per day. This is the absolute maximum that can be done and can only be achieved if family
attendance is removed and maximum pressure is placed on the burial teams. It would not be
possible for the digging team to dig more graves per day. With the current Covid-19 situation
the cemeteries are already reaching their maximum capacity and based on the current flow
of burials and government trajectory this is only going to increase and the make the situation
difficult. Along with the limited work force, some employees are having to remain in
isolation and are not able to make themselves available for work.

As for extending the digging team, this is difficult for the following reasons. Firstly, in order
to work the necessary equipment, a certain level of training and licencing is required which
is difficult to acquire within such short notice. It is also difficult to hire trained individuals
due to hiring companies either being closed or running a very limited work force due to self-
isolation. As for the general public digging the graves without machinery, this would also be
impractical due to the increasing number of deaths and the need to implement social
distancing measures. As the pandemic hits its peak, death rates are expected to rise. This will
cause problems for mortuaries who will soon run out of storage facilities and will result in
more pressure on the Muslim cemeteries to speed up the burial process. If mass burial is
adopted, each cemetery will be able to bury a minimum of 35 bodies per day and even more
depending on which method of mass burial is adopted.

If the current pandemic situation results in circumstances similar to the above, where the
burial team are unable to keep up with the amount of bodies coming in, then it would be
permissible to carry out mass burials. Cemeteries may also want to consider multiple level
burials which will be discussed under question six.
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2.) If allowed what is the ruling regarding males, females and children in the same mass grave
Answer

The ideal scenario when burying in mass graves is to have separate mass graves for men and
women. However, this may not be practical as it could result in bodies not being buried until
there are enough of the same gender. In such a case the men, women and children can all be
placed in the same mass grave. The men will be placed closest to the giblah, followed by the
children and then the women.[1] As far as possible, a small barrier of soil should be placed
between one person and the next[2] so that it resembles separate graves.[3] However, if this
is not possible, then as a last resort there should at least be a barrier of soil between the male
and female graves so that it falls under the ruling of separate graves.[4]
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6.) Can we do another row of burials above in each of the options above

Answer

Multiple level burials have not been discussed by the jurists. Based on our understanding
there does not seem Lo be any reason to prohibit such burials for the following reasons:

1. Once the lower level graves have been filled, these lower graves are not opened nor
disturbed when filling the graves above. Some may argue that when filling the graves
above the burial team will be standing on top of the first grave. However, this should
nol be an issue as one is permilted to stand over a grave for the purpose of burying a

body.[1] Jurists have also made a distinction between walking on a grave bare foot as
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opposed to walking with footwear, with the former being permissible not the
latter.[2] From this we understand that being over the grave in itself is not the reason
for prohibition, rather, the disrespect caused by wearing footwear is. Similarly,
having one grave over another, in a manner where they are separated by enough soil
which stops one body from falling on the other, would not be problematic as it is not
being done out of disrespect of the lower grave. This would be different to having a
weak barrier where one body would end up falling on to the other as this is clearly
disrespectful. In addition to this there are also narrations which mention instances
where companions would sit or rest on graves. This further supports this
argument.[3]

. The jurists have mentioned that when soil is placed between bodies in a horizontal
mass grave, it falls in the ruling of two separate graves.[4] Based on this, we can also
consider multiple level vertical burials as separate graves as the bodies are separated

by soil.

3. The jurists have allowed for a grave to be opened and reused once the body has

decomposed.[5] The Hanafi jurist Ibn ‘Abidin argues that in major cities there is a
great need to re-use graves, and this would be permissible once the first body has
decomposed.[6] If burying in the same grave after a body has decomposed is
permissible and not considered to violate the sanctity of the first deceased, then
burying a person in a separate grave above should also be permissible.

. A final point to take into consideration is that many cities are suffering from extreme
shortages of burial space. This has resulted in the price of one grave averaging around

£4000 with some cemeteries charging up to £10,000 for bodies which are not from the
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local area. Utilising the method of multiple level burials provides a solution to this

shortage of space.

In the absence of clear juridical text prohibiting multi-level burial, and in light of the above-
mentioned arguments, we do not see any reason to prohibit this type of burial method as
long as there is no chance of the upper grave crushing the lower one.
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Answered by

Mufti Zubair Patel

Mawlana Hilal Patel

Checked, edited and approved by
Mufti Abdur-Rahman Mangera
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Appendix 4
Initial Theoretical Verdict:

Verdict

In result of understanding the views of the Fuqaha and the interpretations of the
contemporary scholars I propose the following approach, which will circumvent the matters
of concern and likewise be practically minded.

1. The lease is offered to the family as a plot with the capacity of two burials. This will
mean the previous grave is not being disturbed and therefore one does not have to
wait for near complete decomposition, which would realistically take up to the length
of the lease (~ 50 years). As it is a family plot then one is not specifically preparing
their burial before their death, which is disliked within the sharta.

2. They are considered as two separate graves and as a result there should be at least
two feet of soil, planks inclusive, between the lower compartment and the upper
compartment; this will overcome the issue when in places there is some overlap of
compartments. The two separate graves will also overcome the permission sought
from the lease holder if a non family member takes the second compartment.
Furthermore, this could facilitate in result having two leases for the separate graves,
if as in point 1 above, a family decided not to take the complete plot. This will also
deal with the issue of ghayr mahram as the graves are separate, however it is
preferable that the double plot has the same gender residing in both compartments.

3. The lower compartment must be to the extreme right of the grave and and the upper
compartment to the extreme left or vice versa. Each will have their own grave
markers on the surface, level with each at the heads of the compartments and not
one above the other along one compartment.

4. In terms of definition they should be referred to as ‘double-plot’ rather than double
burial/interment.
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Please see illustrations below to assist the understanding.

Width of normal plot may require five inches of extra digging to

compartment to place the planks.

Plaque

the left of upper

Plaque

Soil

(may have to dig a few inches extra to the

right for planks)

Upper compartment

Deceased lying on their right hand side
facing qibla - width will be sufficient to lay

Soil

a body on its side.
Soil (may have to dig a few inches extra to the
right for planks)
Minimum two foot including planks
Soil Lower compartment

Deceased lying on their right hand side
facing gibla - width will be sufficient to lay
a body on its side.
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we ) Us dest sgas Azl

Amjad M Mohammed
24" Dhu'l-Qa’da 1442/5" July 2021

A fatwd/qadd is an explanation and clarification upon the request of the individual who wishes to practice a personal moral
code based upon the classical understanding of Islam by traditional scholars, It is the individual’s choice to act upon the
fatwi/qada’; they are not under any compulsion or duress to accept it or act upon it. This request to understand the position
of classical scholars’ view on mallers within Islam is made al the behest of the individual, Markaz al-11ld" wa'l-Qada’ does
not take any responsibility for incorrect use of application of the fatwa/qada’ and as a result are exempted from any loss or
damage. Markaz al-1l1d’ wa'l-Oada’ does nol advise, promole or condone Lhe violation of any UK laws or any country in
which the individual chooses to apply the fatwa/qada’.
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Confirmation of satisfaction and confidence

We/! have read and approved the Duo Graves Research Document and its conclusions for the Eternal Gardens
Burial Park.

We/! apply our signatures below to confirm our confidence in the research and implementation of the Duo
Graves Burial Method at Eternal Gardens, Sidcup in its adherence to Shari’ requirements.
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Contact And Further
Information

Asif Hassanali

Eternal Gardens Group Relationship Manager
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07795 325 446
asif.hassanali@greenacresgroup.co.uk
0800 211 8569

www.eternalgardens.org.uk

Eternal Gardens,
Kemnal Park Cemetery
A20 Sidcup Bypass
Chislehurst

BR7 6RR
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Eternal Gardens

Kemnal Park Cemetery,
A20 Sidcup Bypass,
Chislehurst, BR7 6RR, UK



